depressed bone will paralyze, if the brain be sufficiently compressed; an apoplectic clot on the exterior of the brain paralyzes by compression ; so also a tumour in its substance. It is probably by compression that congestion paralyzes; but you will, I think, find that this cannot often be regarded as a paralyzing lesion. 1 would say that the centre of volition is of very great extent; it reaches from the corpora striata in the brain, down the entire length of the anterior horns of the grey matter of the spinal cord, and includes the locus niger in the crus cerebri, and much of the vesicular matter of the meso-cephale and of the medulla oblongata. Disease of any part of this centre is capable of producing paralysis; but as the intra-cranial portion of it exercises the greatest and most extended influence in the production of voluntary movements, so disease of this portion gives rise to the most extended and complete paralysis. Another fact, which I would impress upon you, is one which anatomy, in a great degree, demonstrates, and which pathological research confirms?that the centre of volition for either side of the body is not altogether on the same side of the body ; for instance, the intra-cranial portion is on the right side, and the intraspinal portion on the left side, and these two portions are brought into connection with each other through certain oblique fibres from the anterior pyramidal columns of the medulla oblongata, which cross from right to left, decussating with similar fibres proceeding from left to right, which belong to the centre of volition for the right side of the body."?P. Here, then, we get a satisfactory explanation of the head symptoms?a true and sufficient cause for them; we find them to he secondary, resulting from previously existing and primary disease of the kidney. It was evident that the general nutrition of our patient was considerably impaired; and, as the result of this impairment of nutrition in general, there was, of course, an impairment of the nutrition of the brain in particular; and, moreover, although there was a considerable quantity of urine passed?for some days, indeed, the quantity of urine was so large, as much as nine or even ten pint6, as to have led us to test for the presence of sugar?still it is probable, from its low specific gravity, that the due quantity of urea and other solids of the urine was not eliminated; and thus the blood and the various organs were poisoned, at the same time that they were imperfectly nourished. And this twofold aberration from the healthy standard; this actual poisoning as well as imperfect nutrition of organs; this nourishment by not only a poor, but by a poisoned blood, which inevitably results from chronic renal disease, explains how a train of symptoms, similar to those above detailed, may arise from a particular state of the kidneys. I do not say that these symptoms may not occur in cases where there is no kidney disease; but I do say that, in a considerable number of cases in which they are present, kidney disease will also be found. The circulation was feeble, the pulse small and weak; but the heart's impulse was strong, and was felt over a greater surface than was natural. There was, however, no correspondence between the heart's force and that of the pulse; nor was there evidence of any valvular disease. Todd's work is written; and will, we hope, have the effect of making them study it with that care and attention of which it is eminently deserving.
